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REASONS FOR A CONFERENCE 


NOT MANY members, we think, will be wondering why, after 
a lapse of two years, there is to be another conference of the 
Association. For those who do it will be sufficient to state 
the reasons why the conference was suspended in 1941. At 
that time the increasing demands of the war on the attention 
of librarians, combined with the reduction of staffs for the 
benefit of the fighting services, diverted our energies from 
less urgent aspects of the library service. In America, where 
Association matters are very highly developed, the annual 
conferences were abandoned and the various committees 
were frozen in their status. 

In New Zealand library service has made great a 
during recent years. Not only has there been an all-round 
raising of standards on the technical side; the extension of 
library service in its various forms is even more significant, 
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notably the inauguration of the Country Library Service. 
When war was imminent in the Pacific area it seemed advis- 
able that this important wing should be so firmly established 
that war paralysis should not be able to set it back. It is a 
movement that foreshadows so much benefit for the 
Dominion that it cannot be allowed to halt. It was in 1938 
that the Country Library Service was inaugurated. At the 
beginning of 1940 Miss FE. J. Carnell arrived to take up her 
duties as Liaison Officer. At this time, assisted by liberal 
grants from the Carnegie Corporation of New York and by 
the solid backing of the New Zealand Government, the 
various activities of the rejuvenated Library Association were 
in full spate. 


Soon after the extension of the war to this sphere it became 
evident that the Association would be wise to mark time in 
some respects in order to maintain its more important activi- 
ties. As, moreover, travel by civilians was being discouraged, 
it was decided in the middle of 1941 to forego the annual 
conference. In 1942 and 1943, therefore, merely the annual 
meeting and a meeting of council and the various commit- 
tees were held in Wellington. The business at the last 
annual meeting was put through very rapidly. Those who 
had spent two arduous days in committee and council were 
not in a mood to prolong the proceedings. Some visiting 
members, however, especially those who had come from a 
distance, felt that it had been hardly worth the trouble and 
expense of the journey to Wellington, and regretted missing 
the opportunity of renewing acquaintances and reviving 
their interest by helpful discussions with other members. 


The Council felt that it would be unwise to ignore this 
feeling or to allow interest to flag amongst librarians from 
outside the main centres. In recent months, moreover, 
there has been manifested a keen desire to discuss plans for 
the future. This is evident in the resolutions the Welling- 
ton Branch has brought forward and the implications of the 
library service in the A.E.W.S. The brighter aspect of the 
war at the moment gives rise to the hope that its end may 
not be so far away as had been thought, and to a fear lest it 
should arrive to find us without a considered plan for the 
future. The Council, in deciding to hold a conference in 
1944, expects that it will partake generally of the business 
character it had some years ago without any social pro- 
gramme. It is to be held at Wanganui partly because of the 
chronic congestion of accommodation in Wellington, and 
partly because Wanganui is within easy travelling radius of a 
majority of the members who are likely to attend. 
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MAJOR DECISIONS OF COUNCIL 


FROM THE SECRETARY’S OFFICE 


MANY important resolutions were passed by Council at its 
meeting on 20 August, and members are asked to pay special 
attention to the notices given below: 


Interloan 

The New Zealand Book Resources Committee reports that 
with the increasing use which is being made of interloan, so 
much time is being spent in searching for requests (the cards 
for which are often incomplete and inaccurate) that an effort 
must be made to conserve time, to increase the speed with 
which requests are filled, and to lower the cost of each re- 
quest. It is proposed that unless a library knows the location 
of a book wanted on interloan all requests be sent direct to 
the Central Bureau for Library Book Imports, which will 
undertake to check bibliographically (where not already 
done by forwarding library), check with the Union Catalogue 
and Wellington catalogues, and issue weekly a list of not 
found material to .co-operating libraries. This should 
eliminate some of the delay due to one postcard circulating 
to all libraries. 

A code of instructions in the use of interloan is being pre- 
pared and will be distributed to members within a few 
months. In the meantime Council makes the following 
appeal to all librarians: 


(i) Not to issue any interloan application until it has 
been checked bibliographically as far as the resources 
of the library and the knowledge of the enquirer 
allow. 

(ii) That beginning on 11 October requests, other than 
those referred directly to a particular library, should 
be sent to the Central Bureau for Library Book 
Imports, Country Library Service, Private Bag, Wel- 
lington. 

These cards will be checked daily against the nucleus 
Union Catalogue, and cards for items which are located will 
immediately be forwarded to the holding library. Welling- 
ton catalogues will then be checked. Finally a list of items 
not located will be issued weekly by means of a mimeo- 
graphed sheet to approximately 20 libraries, which will be 
asked to check the list against their catalogues. Two copies 
of the list will be supplied to each library—one for its own 
file and one checked copy to be returned to the Central 
Bureau for Library Book Imports. The first number will 
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be despatched during the week 17 to 23 October. Libraries 
are asked to forward interloan cards immediately they have 
been written and not to hold them for posting weekly. The 
procedure of writing on the back of the card a list of libraries 
to be tried (as outlined in N.Z.L. June 1942) should be dis- 
continued. 


New Zealand Book Resources : 

In order to avoid the time lag between the time important 
but expensive works are published and the time they are 
received in New Zealand libraries, the C.B.L.B.I. will 
organize a regular section in the Information Exchange 
Sheet of the Association in which will be listed the titles of 
major and expensive works considered by individual librar- 
ians to be necessary in the country. The Information 
Exchange Sheet will be issued at least once a month, and 
librarians will be asked to consider the items listed for pos- 
sible purchase and to inform the Bureau of their decision 
immediately. 

Some librarians reported that they often postponed order- 
ing an expensive book in the hope that another library 
would buy it, or that it would be purchased by the Country 
Library Service under its grant for New Zealand book 
resources. It was felt by the Book Resources Committee that 
the main libraries should be prepared to spend a proportion 
of their book fund on expensive books which were not 
urgently needed ‘by their particular library, but which 
should be available in the country. Suggestions of books of 
this nature for inclusion in the Sheet should be sent to the 
Central Bureau by the 11th of each month, commencing in 
October. Libraries will be asked to notify their intention to 
purchase any of the items, this information will be collated, 
and libraries will be informed of the result, either through 
the Sheet or by letter. 


Serials: Libraries are asked to notify the Central Bureau: 
(i) Of the names of important new serials which they 
consider should be considered for purchase by at least 
one library in the country. 
(ii) Of new serials, not inched in the Check List, taken 
by them. 
(iii) Of serials cancelled. 


Book Imports: All enquiries relating to difficulties in 
obtaining books should be addressed to the Central Bureau 
for Library Book Imports, Country Library Service, Private 
Bag, Wellington. Priorities for the immediate shipment of 
book imports from the U.S.A. may be obtained for require- 
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ments that can be related to the war effort. 
General Training Course 


Examinations: The Training Committee proposes to con- 
duct the forthcoming examinations for Part F of the General 
Training Course at the following places: Auckland, Gis- 
borne, Wanganui, Palmerston North, Wellington, Christ- 
church, Timaru, Dunedin. Any student who would find it 
a real hardship to attend at one of these centres should com- 
municate with the Secretary at once in case alternative 
arrangements can be made. 

Admission: As a war time measure, the conditions of ad- 
mission to the General Training Course have been revised 
to include members of the Association who are in regular 
»aid employment for not less than fifteen hours a week in a 
ibrary eligible for institutional membership of the N.Z.L.A. 
on or before 31 December 1943. 


1944 Conference 


Notice is given that a Conference will be held at Wanganui 
from 15 to 18 February 1944. 





A library reports the following incident: “A set of picture 
postcards with sheets of descriptive letter press depicting 
industries in the British Empire was recently received from 
London. The importing bookseller was charged a duty of 
25% as the local customs officer stated that the postcards 
came under the heading of manufactured stationery. Repre- 
sentations were then made 7 the library pointing out that 
the cards were of educational value and that they had been 
purchased for the use of school children in the children’s 
library and also for loan to schools. The customs officer 
later found that the goods could come in free of duty under 
another item in the tariff and the duty was refunded.” 


Sub.-Lieut. I. K. McGregor, who before joining the Fleet 
Air Arm was a member of the General Assembly Library 
staff, has returned to New Zealand on duty. He has spent 
the last 2} years training and flying in Great Britain and the 
United States. 


Staff-Sergeant D. G. Zohrab, of the staff of the General 
Assembly Library, who left with the first echelon, is in New 
Zealand on furlough. 
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MEETING OF COUNCIL 


ABSTRACT OF MINUTES 


THE MEETING of Council held on 20 August was attended by 
]. Norrie (in the chair), G. T. Alley, J. Barr, A. M. Blackett, 
E. J. Carnell (by invitation), C. W. Collins, A. G. W. Dun- 
ningham, M. S. Fleming, W. ]. Gaudin, W. J. Harris, D. M. 
Neal, C. S. Perry, G. H. Scholefield, and the Secretary. 
Apologies were received from Miss A. K. Elliot, Miss E. Mel- 
ville (the President), J. J. Scott and C. R. H. Taylor. 

Postal Ballot. The Secretary reported that the ballot 
approving the essay competition was carried unanimously. 

There was some discussion of the draft agreement for lib- 
rarians and library assistants in Canterbury. Eventually it 
was decided that the Secretary of the Canterbury Local 
Bodies’ Officers (other than clerical) Industrial Union of 
Workers be asked to delay taking action in order to allow 
the Association through its relevant branches and commit- 
tees to look more closely into the proposed agreement, and 
that the Canterbury and other branches of the standing 
committees of the Association be asked to make comments. 
The Secretary of the Canterbury Local Bodies’ Officers 
Union is to be informed of the existence of the New Zealand 
Library Employees Industrial Union of Workers. 

Subscriptions. The Hon. Secretary submitted a list of lib- 
raries which were paying a lower rate of subscription than 
was due under the Association’s rules. It was resolved that 
he be asked to take action to recover the correct amount. 

“NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES.” Owing to the exhaustion of the 
supply of buff paper, it was resolved that the journal be pub- 
lished henceforth without a cover, and that the advertise- 
ment be discontinued. 

1944 Conference. On the motion of Miss Fleming, 
seconded by Mr Perry, it was resolved that a Conference be 
held in 1944. It was also resolved that the venue be Wan- 
ganui, and the date 16 and 17 February. Mr Perry (con- 
vener), Captain Dunningham, Mr Robertson, Miss Blackett 
and the Hon. Secretary were appointed a Programme Com- 
mittee. A grant will be made to each branch to cover 
travelling expenses of one representative to attend the Con- 
ference. The remits from the Wellington Branch regarding 
post-war — were transmitted to this conference. 

A grant of £3 for current expenses was made to the Wel- 
lington Branch. 

Council approved the printing of the Index to New Zea- 
land Periodicals, beginning with the 1943 issue. The ques- 
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tion of production is left to the Secretary and the General 
Editor. 


The following applications for membership were approved: 
Ashburton Technical High School, Epsom Girls’ Grammar 
School (Auckland), Pasadena Intermediate School (Auck- 
land), Avonside Girls’ High School (Christchurch), Napier 
Girls’) Grammar School, Opotiki District High School, 
Dominion Physical Laboratory (Lower Hutt), Whangarei 
High School, M. M. Atkinson, G. L. W. Bartlett, M. H. 
Broadhead, V. M. Caldwell, P. Christmas, H. B. Cowey, 
M. E. Dunn, A. M. Findlay, ]. Goodwin, S. Hulston, E. M. 
McConnell, W. M. Oldham, E. V. Poulgrain, O. R. Shaw, 
E. B. Smillie, C. Stevenson, F. J. Thomson, D. Turner, Z. L. 
Turner, A. M. Welsh, P. D. Whatman. 


It was resolved that in future the purchase of books for 
the Association’s library be left to the Central Executive 
Committee. 


An Interim Planning Committee was set up to report to 
the meeting of Council in February 1944, mainly on the 
question of short-term and long-term employment of ex- 
service men and women. The Committee comprises Miss 
Carnell, Mr Perry and three members of the Wellington 
Branch. 


ANOTHER LIBRARIAN 
DECORATED 


LIEUTENANT J. O. WILSON, D.S.C. 


New ZEALAND librarians will be proud to hear that another 
of their number has received a ean for gallantry on 
active service. 

Lieutenant J. O. Wilson, R.N.Z.N.V.R., has been awarded’ 
the Distinguished Service Cross for great skill and daring 
against enemy submarines in the battle of the Atlantic. Mr 
Wilson, who is a son of Mr and Mrs C. Wilson, of Emerson 
Street, Island Bay, is a member of the staff of the General 
Assembly Library. He left New Zealand about 2} years ago 
and has 5 Fee serving for some time in H.M.S. Ness. He was 
recently promoted lieutenant. 
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PERSPIRATION AND INSPIRATION 


A LIBRARY WITH THE N.Z.E.F. 





By MosEs 





“YEARS OF A library's life crammed into 6 months” could be 
a summary of our career. Our library is part of A.E.W.S. 
attached to Kiwi Force. The conditions have been strange 
and the problems new. Thus progress has been a story of 
adaptation, almost every ~ to unexpected twists in the 
demand for reading matter from a large force of New Zea- 
landers on Active Savion Some difficulties could be fore- 
seen, others could not. Mistakes have been made, and there 
have been gaps in the service, most of them due to the old 
bogey of shortage of stock. But at any given moment every 
effort has been made by the small staff to deliver the goods, 
and a careful eye has been kept to records and planning, to 
prevent the service becoming just haywire. 

We have been entrusted with many valuable books, and 
we are the final destination of much of the time, work and 
money that has been put into the War Library Service in 
New Zealand. The Country Library Service has lent books 
from its reference stock, and enabled us to satisfy deserving 
requests. We realise our debt, and we realise also our 
responsibility to the boys over here. A planned Library ser- 
vice is an asset to the force, and ensures far more economical 
and effective use of book supplies than indiscriminate dis- 
tribution. 

There could be interminable argument as to whether a 
Library service with an overseas force can be justified from 
a military aspect; but we have seen the welcome that our 
work has had, and we would not waste time trying to justify 
ourselves. There is too much work to do. 


Exodus 

It was with a sense of adventure that 3000 books and many 
thousands of magazines were embarked in 70 cases—5 tons of 
cargo—to reinforce what had been started before embarka- 
tion with issues to many units. For the first few weeks it 
was a matter of completing these issues, and compensating 
some units for losses they had suffered in transit. When this 
big job was completed we found ourselves with no issuable 
stock left. 

The hungry cries for recreational reading had been satis- 
fied first: now we turned to our skeleton reference stock, 
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doing a considerable amount of changing at the same time. 
We sorted our non-fiction, announced our request service in 
the columns of “Kiwi,” and followed this up with regular 
publication of book-lists that covered the various sections of 
our stock. In three months we have published lists (15 or 
so titles in each) on electricity, engineering, New Zealand, 
concerts and stagecraft, plays, Soviet Union and Occupied 
Europe, The Axis, war, political science, physical science, the 
Pacific, Asia and Africa, foreign languages, sports, wireless, 
health and education. These lists are only a stop-gap for the 
preparation of a full catalogue of our reference stock, but 
that is a job that has had to wait. 
Stock figures: On issue to Units 8,000 (about). 
Reference Library 2,000 (about). 


Request Records 

Requests from 1/5/43 to 31/7/43 totalled 1,133. They 
were as follows: Fine arts 77, New Zealand 26, plays, etc. 54, 
recreational 61, reference 21, foreign languages 232, history 
and world to-day 134, science and philosophy 164, technical 
384. 

Of the total of 1,133 special requests 836 have been satis- 
fied immediately or placed on waiting list and satisfied later, 
within the period. Most of the remaining 297 have been 
referred to New Zealand, and we are now receiving books 
that enable us to satisfy many earlier requests. 

Most pular requests: Radio, building construction, 
Pacific Islands, farming, child psychology, navigation, engin- 
eering, electricity, yachting, poultry-keeping, Diesel engines, 
theory of music, sex morality. 

Unusual requests: Plastics, toymaking, clothes designing, 
colour printing, fabric dyeing, interior decorating, tanning, 
mining, citrus farming, training army dogs, farrier trade, 
taxidermy. 

It has needed careful thinking to work out procedures of 
sending books and information in and out through the chan- 
nels at our disposal. In this we have been lucky in having 
the “Kiwi printing unit in the same organisation. Requests 
come from the reader to the Unit Education Officer (a part- 
time officer of the unit), and he passes them on to the 
Brigade Education Officer, a full-time officer who represents 
our interests in the field. 


The Issue System 
Each book has two cards, with a simple entry of number, 
author and title. No refinements of cataloguing have been 
considered necessary. When a book is lent, both cards are 
taken out, one going behind a subject card, with the date due 


205 








written on the back, the other behind its date-due card (the 
same date being noted in the book) with the borrower's 
surname on the back, and initials where necessary. There is 
a complete file of personal borrowers that enables us to check 
the rank, initials and unit of any borrower. Regular overdue 
notices are sent out. 

Our date-due file is orthodox, though we do not enjoy the 
luxury of borrower's pockets—hardly practicable where bor- 
rowing is irregular. The separation behind subject cards of 
books that are out enables us to get at any moment a com- 
plete picture of our stock on any given subject, by reference 
to the shelves and to the file of books out. This is our crude 
shelf-list and it has the obvious weakness of lacking a master 
file by which total stock can be checked. We have, however, 
a separate stock of H.Q. books (for which we must account 
to New Zealand) and of any books received on interloan 
from other libraries, such as C.L.S. But, hand-in-hand with 
classification of our stock according to Dewey, we are making 
a simple catalogue of our reference and request stock. Clas- 
sification will be simple and practical, but we have found 
that it is essential for efficient running. 


How the Units Work 

Books for issue to units are all sent from H.Q., and 
changed at H.Q. The record system is simple enough. The 
cards for the Unit are divided into two piles, originals and 
duplicates. The former go out to the Unit as a list for 
them, the latter are kept at H.Q. in alphabetical order 
behind the Unit's card. Borrower's cards are issued to units 
for them to keep their own records, and for each 80 books a 
library box, holding books on both sides and opening up as 
a miniature library, is issued. (Made for the job.) 

Staffing of Unit libraries is done by part-time work in the 
Units. Sometimes there is a muddle, and some books are 
lost; but nearly every Unit has a man keen enough to run_a 
little service quite efficiently. 

The staffing of the H.Q. library has been adjusted accord- 
ing to needs, and there are now three men full time. In 
addition to library service proper, they do much distribution 
work, on magazines and newspapers—both American and 
New Zealand. 

Crowded conditions often make efficiency difficult. Our 
quarters have been a rambling old French house, and it was 
not surprising that all the staff had: dengue fever at one time 
or another. Wood for shelves has been sawn from packing 
cases, cadged, even obtained through the “usual channels.” 
Probably if there had been a library in the village, we could 
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have commandeered the premises. 
Making-do But Doing Things 


Thus we are forced firstly to “make do,” and secondly to 
depend completely on New Zealand for all specialised equip- 
ment. Binding cloth, for example, and, above all, books. 
We have never been ashamed to shout for help, and this has 
helped New Zealand in their purchasing. Now, in the latest 
shipments, we are beginning to reap the benefit. 


As an example of “making do,” our information file is 
typical. For three months we have clipped everything we 
could lay our hands on, and the result is not to be despised. 
It is especially useful for our newspaper. And that brings 
out one aspect of our Library that deserves mention—its 
part in the A.E.W.S. organisation. It is not just a library: 
it is a circulating department for the newspaper (and as I 
write the banging of the flatbed press, going for its life, 
makes concentration difficult) and for Current Affairs Bulle- 
tins, and it works in close co-operation with the Courses 
department. When we move to our new quarters, a spacious 
native-style house with thatched roof, more will be made of 
this integration. To-day we are going ‘to spread out several 
lorryloads of shingle to level the floor, and we are all looking 
forward to taking part in new angles of service. 


Librarians are assured that even in this outpost (and not 
British either, mind you) we are doing things in the time- 
honoured way. You should see our FORMS! 





In a history of the Oruaiti Chapel, Mangonui, North 
Auckland, the Rev. A. J. Johnston states that as early as 1870 
there was a fine library in the chapel, “ housed on shelves 
in the pulpit under the Bible desk.” It included Buller’s 
“ Forty Years in New Zealand” and Prescott’s “ History of © 
Peru,” and was altogether “a most virile collection.” Many 
of the books were given under the hand of Sir Maurice 
O’Rorke, Speaker of the Auckland Provincial Council and 
of the House of Representatives. “It was not to be won- 
dered at, therefore, that the message of the pulpit, crowning 
such a library, should have built many robust Christian 
minds and hearts. Foundations were thus laid for true 
citizenship of an educated and tolerant nature.” 
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BOOK RESOURCES COMMITTEE 


A RECORD OF PROGRESS 


THE MEETING of the Book Resources Committee on 19 
August was attended by G. T. Alley (convener), ]. Barr, 
C. W. Collins, A. G. W. Dunningham, J. Harris, J. Norrie, 
G. H. Scholefield, M. S. Fleming and the Secretary (by 
invitation). 

With regard to the printed set of the Library of Congress 
Catalogue, it was resolved to apply for two additional sets 
making four altogether. It is hoped that two at least of these 
will be made available through the Rockefeller Foundation. 

A report was received from the Wellington Branch on the 
checking of the 1941 C.B.1. against the union catalogue. It 
was resolved warmly to congratulate the Branch on complet- 
ing one of the largest jobs undertaken by a Branch of the 
Association. 

Mr Collins reported that although the Central Bureau had 
recommended the granting of an import license for a certain 
book, the Customs Department had informed him 
unofficially that if it were ordered it would not be allowed 
into the country. This matter was discussed at some length, 
and it was decided to ask the Customs Department to supply 
the Committee with a list of prohibited books. 

The Central Bureau reported that for the seven months of 
1943 £8740 N.Z. had been recommended for special license. 
This included £701 for adult fiction. The Bureau's applica- 
tion to the Comptroller of Customs for authority to recom- 
mend fiction and an extension of the recommendation of 
American editions was granted, with the provision (1) that 
amounts of licenses so recommended for all types of publica- 
tions should not exceed £50,000, and (2) that American 
periodicals should appear on the Customs list of approved 
periodicals from that source. 

With regard to the ordering of marginal books, the Direc- 
tor C.L.S. reported that up to date 2210 volumes (valued at 
£1266) had been ordered, and 1329 volumes had been 
rejected. 108 of the items ordered had already been received. 
Mr Collins reported that owing to difficulty experienced by 
students in obtaining text books from booksellers it seemed 
desirable for university colleges to consider importing such 
books either for resale or for hire. 

It was decided that the oe lists be used as the 
sources for finding what important books in Dewey’s class 
700 are not already in the country: Standard catalog for 
public libraries. 1940; Standard catalog for public libraries. 
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Supplement. 1941-42; Scholes, P. A. List of books about 
music in the English language; prepared as an appendix to 
The Oxford companion to music. Oxford. 1939; McColvin, 
L. R. and Reeves, H. Music libraries; ... with a bibliography 
of music and musical literature. 2v. Grafton. 1937; National 
book council, London. Book lists; Library Association. 
County libraries section. Keader’s guide to books on... 
Collecting, Graphic Arts, Handicrafts, Music, Painting, 
Photography. 


Mr Collins has been asked to collaborate with the Central 


Bureau in drafting a booklet giving a code of instructions in 
the use of interloan. 








DEATH OF DR KEPPEL 
MAINSPRING OF NEW ZEALAND REVIVAL 


LIBRARIANS throughout New Zealand will learn with deep 
regret of the death, at the age of 68, of Dr Frederick P. 
Keppel, who, as president of the Carnegie Corporation of 
New York, was responsible for the fellowships and money 
grants which have done so much to advance the library 
service in this Dominion. 


Before joining the Carnegie Corporation in 1923 Dr 
a was prominent in the educational world as dean of 
Columbia University and he was later Third Assistant Secre- 
tary for War. He took a very sympathetic interest in the 
promotion of library service in New Zealand, being primar- 
ily responsible for the appointment of the Munn-Barr Com- 
mission, for the visits to America of leading New Zealand 
librarians, and later for the generous money grants upon 
which our recent development has largely depended. Dr 
Keppel’s delightful personality made him very popular on 
the visit which he paid to New Zealand with Mrs Keppel in 
1934. 


The President of the New Zealand Library Association 
(Miss FE. Melville) has sent a message to the Carnegie Cor- 
poration recording the Association’s deep sense of Dr 
Keppel’s valuable services. 
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WEAR AND TEAR 


IN THE CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT 


IN SEPTEMBER 1942, when an assorted bundle of juvenile 
books was ready to be sent to the commercial bindery, a ran- 
dom selection of forty was made, and the issues of each book 
counted. We were curious to see how many times the 
average book in the Boys’ and Girls’ library does circulate 
before it looks dog-eared and too shabby to sit on the shelves. 
The 40 books, which were a mixture of picture-books, Loft- 
ing’s, Perkin’s, and intermediate reading, enjoyed a total 
circulation of 1,474, an average of 37 issues per book. 

The three lowest circulations were 13, 14, and 18, for 
Artzybasheff’s “‘ Seven Simeons,” one of Blackwell’s “ Jolly 
Book ” series, and Leslie Brooke’s “ Ring o’ Roses” respec- 
tively. These three were English editions and, it will be 
noted, are all in the under-ten category. The three highest 
circulations were 56, 58, and 61 for Boulton’s “ Travelling 
with the Birds” (a book on bird migration), Baldwin's 
“Story of Roland” and Edna Brown’s “ Robin Hollon.” 
All these three books appeal in the main to older children. 
These three editions were all American ones. None of the 
forty books had been rebacked in the library bindery. 

These figures represent the wear and tear on children’s 
books in one library at one time. Young Wellington or 
young Christchurch may have a gentler or a rougher way 
with the library book; our very minor piece of investigation 
only proved two facts we knew already—that the American 
product is sturdier than the English, that the smaller the 
reader the shorter the life of the book. However, the 
figures have also this value, that we now have something 
definite to work upon in formulating binding policy. In 
estimating an annual allocation for binding, we have an 
approximate figure on which to base calculations. The 
writer would be pleased to know figures for other libraries. 

Dorothy Neal White, 
Dunedin Public Library. 

{We would welcome short articles on topics of this sort 

from any source. Fd. N.Z.L.] 


LIBRARY REPORTS 


AUCKLAND PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


IN THE sixty-third annual report Mr John Barr, Chief Lib- 
rarian, records that for the first time the circulation of books 
through the lending departments has exceeded one million. 
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The figures for quinquennial periods over the last quarter 
of a century are as follows: 1917-18—158,972 vols.; 1922-23— 
403,723 vols.; 1927-28—562,966 vols.; 1932-33—673,520 vols.; 
1937-38—809,394 vols.; 1942-43—1,068,416 vols. 

Twenty-five years ago General Literature accounted for 
24% of the issues: last year it was 30%. Fiction twenty-five 
years ago was 61%: last year 42%. The greatest percentage 
increase, however, is in books issued to children, which have 
risen from 15% to 28%. 

The number of books consulted in the Reference Depart- 
ment was 222,702, compared with 80,954 in 1917-18. The 
combined use of Reference and Lending books was only 
239,966 in 1917-18, as compared with 1,291,118 last year. 

The circulation in the Lending Departments last year 
showed an increase of 103,163 over the previous year, and 
the volumes consulted in the Reference Departments of the 
Central Library and the Leys Institute showed an increase of 
39,666. The combined total increase was 63,597. 

Of the total circulation last year 319,560 volumes were 
General Literature (30 per cent), 450,475 Fiction (42 per 
cent) and 298,381 Juvenile (28 per cent). 

During the year the Auckland Public Libraries borrowed 
on interloan 42 volumes, compared with 51 in the previous 
year, and lent 82 volumes, as compared with 69. 

Branch Growth. There was a substantial increase in cir- 
culation in all of the branches, the largest being at Pt. 
Chevalier (21,887 volumes), Grey Lynn (12,881) and Avon- 
dale (12,067). Three of the libraries (Pt. Chevalier, Leys 
Institute and Remuera) for the first time topped the hundred 
thousand mark in circulation. “ The rate of growth of Pt. 
Chevalier Branch is unprecedented among the Branch Lib- 
raries, and the accommodation of this Library is already 
inadequate for the work it is performing. At the earliest 
possible moment consideration should be given to enlarging 
this branch.” 

The number of books issued to children during the year 
was 298,381, an increase of 15,470 over the previous year. 
Mr Barr notes that in the library service to primary schools 
32 schools were serviced, the circulation being 73,341 ° 
volumes, as compared with 71,033 in the previous year. 

In common with other libraries, Auckland has had to find 
extra money for book binding and repairs, due partly to poor 
quality of paper and binding materials, and partly to exces- 
sive use. The Home Book Repair Department recased 4,471 
volumes, mainly for Branch Libraries, by the Toronto 
method, and reinforced 2,156 magazines for circulation. 

For reasons of safety, the more valuable books and manus- 
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cripts of the Grey, the Henry Shaw and the City’s own col- 
lections were removed to an inland town where they were 
maintained in good condition. 


OPAWA PUBLIC LIBRARY 

THE SEVENTH annual report (to 31 May) shows that member- 
ship rose from 403 to 487, an increase of 84 as compared with 
13 the previous year. There were 128 resignations, 212 new 
subscribers and 709 renewals. Receipts from subscribers 
amounted to £306/17/3, an increase of £68/11/-, and from 
extras there was an increase of over £40. Total receipts 
were £493/16/10, compared with £437/7/11. The sum of 
£349/10/6 was spent on books, magazines and papers. 814 
books were bought (a decrease of 23). The purchases in- 
cluded 502 Fiction (a decrease of 3), 264 Non-Fiction (a 
decrease of 18), and 48 Free Juveniles (a decrease of 2). 

The book stock now totals 6,945, of which 22.68 per cent 
are Non-Fiction and 437 are Free Juveniles. The total 
issues were 37,938 (an increase of 6,610). Of these, Fiction 
and Non-Fiction numbered 31,452 and Free Juveniles 3,260. 
The Juvenile section was transferred to new shelves in the 
Reading Room in order to meet congestion in the Circula- 
ting Room. 

During the year, owing to extra work thrown upon the 
Committee by increased membership, a separate Toveuiie 
section of the Committee was formed. Mr F. H. Dephoff is 
president of the Opawa Library and Mr H. Jackson secretary. 


BRANCH NOTES 


WELLINGTON 


Competition. The competition for the essay on “ What's 
wrong with New Zealand Library Service?—a critical analy- 
sis,” which the branch is sponsoring, closed on 1 September 
with 44 entries. Miss Carnell, Mr J. Barr and Mr H. C. D. 
Somerset are to act as judges. 

Interim Planning Committee. The Council of the 
N.Z.L.A. has set up an interim planning committee consist- 
ing of Miss Carnell, Mr C. S. Perry, Dr Scholefield, Mr W. L. 
Robertson and Mr Gaudin. The last three were nomina- 
ted by the branch. 

Symposium on the McColvin Report. At its next meeting 
the branch intends to hold a symposium on LIBRARY 
PLANNING—McCOLVIN REPORT—NEW ZEALAND. 
Various aspects of the report will be discussed. 











THE CAXTON PRESS 


